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Urban Trinity, a 2015 film from the Philadelphia-based 

EMMY-award-winning History Making Productions, is the 

first documentary film to capture the history of the Catholic 

community in one city. Though it focusses on Philadelphia, 
Urban Trinity captures the narrative arc of the American 

Catholic story and places the contemporary challenges and 

opportunities confronting American Catholics in historical 

context. The title, Urban Trinity, reflects the unique 

relationship between the people, the church, and the city 

that is at the heart of the film - a dramatic and inspiring story 

that reflects the experiences of countless Americans from 

diverse backgrounds. 

Dr. Katie Oxx is Associate Professor of Religious Studies at Saint Joseph’s 

University in Philadelphia. She specializes in American religious history and 

Philly religious history. Oxx served as producer and senior historian for 

Urban Trinity: The Story of Catholic Philadelphia, a multi-year film 

documentary project. Her publications include “Inbetween the Living and the 

Dead: Using GIS to Map Ghosts in the Historical Philadelphia Landscape,” 

Nativism in American History: Religious Conflict in the Nineteenth-Century; 

“Envisioning Deep Maps: Exploring the Spatial Navigation Metaphor,” and 

“‘Sprung Forth As If By Magic:’ Saint John the Evangelist Catholic Church 

as Model for a Spatial Analysis of Mid Nineteenth-Century Philadelphia.” At 

Saint Joe’s, she teaches “Religion and Race in Philadelphia” and a variety 

of courses in the history of Christianity and Catholicism.

Film Screening and Q&A with producer Katie Oxx


