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Elegant, warm, and tender,  
Three O’Clock in the Morning is an 
unforgettable coming-of-age story 
about a father and son, dreams and 

regret, and, most of all, love.

Antonio is on the brink of adulthood, still 
figuring out who he is and who he wants to 
be. His father, once a brilliant mathemati-
cian, hasn’t figured much in his son’s life 
since his divorce from Antonio’s mother. 
But then a diagnosis of epilepsy and hope 
for a cure take father and son to Marseilles, 
a city that melds French old-world charm 
and modern-day bohemia. There, they find 
themselves in unexpected circumstances, 
spending two days and two nights together 
without sleep, walking the streets.

As strained conversation turns to late-night, 
caffeine- and alcohol-imbued adventures 
with new and fascinating men and women 
they meet, the city—and their relationship— 
springs to life. Antonio and his father talk 
about talent, truth, illusions, love, sex, and 
death, and find themselves unwittingly 
growing closer than ever before.

A moving masterwork from one of Italy’s 
most beloved contemporary writers, Three 
O’Clock in the Morning is a spellbinding 
journey readers won’t soon forget.

“Reading this wondrous book is like wandering the streets of a 
bewitching foreign city, highly attuned to its pleasures and tensions, 
thrilled by its freedom and possibility. I was deeply moved by its 
tenderness, its honesty, and, most of all, by the unlikely journey 
father and son take to discover each other as if for the first time. 
Carofiglio is a master of voice and atmosphere, which gives this 

elegiac novel its satisfying and emotional punch.”

—Christopher Castellani, author of Leading Men

“A coming-of-age journey that is as wise as it is touching.”

—la Repubblica

“Enlightening . . . [an] absorbing novel of filial bonding.”

—Booklist

“[A] poignant and moving father/son story . . . Antonio’s catalog  
of intimate experiences, whether painful, pleasurable, or 
bittersweet, make for an enchanting coming-of-age tale.”

—Publishers Weekly (starred review)
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Gianrico Carofiglio  is one of 
Italy’s bestselling authors. He has written 
short stories, novels, and essays that have 
been widely translated. He was previously 
a member of the Italian Parliament and an 
anti-mafia prosecutor in Bari. His books 
have sold more than five million copies  
in Italy. @GianricoCarof


