
Angelia R. Wilson is Professor of Politics at the 
University of Manchester. She is the author of 
several books, including Why Europe Is 
Lesbian and Gay Friendly (and Why America 
Never Will Be), Below the Belt: Sexuality, 
Religion and the American South, and editor of 
Situating Intersectionality: Politics, Policy, and 
Power. 

Her most recent work, The Politics of Hate: 
How the Christian Right Darkened America's 
Political Soul, draws on extensive original 
research — including analysis of more than 
20,000 emails from nine Religious Right 
organizations — to examine how the Christian 
Right has reshaped American political life over 
the past half century.
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Lessons From the 
Politics of Hate

Drawing on her landmark book, Angelia Wilson 
examines how organizations on the Christian Right 
have strategically constructed a theological 
justification for political hate — and what that means 
for democracy today. Through original data collection 
and financial analysis, Wilson traces how "war talk" 
has normalized an ethic of hate, transforming faith 
communities into mobilized political armies. This 
lecture reflects on what these lessons mean for the 
future of religion and civic life in America.

How does political hate 
spread, and what does it 
mean for the future of 
American democracy?
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